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#LeopardNation

Once again we started our year with the Upstander 
Kickoff.  September 22, 2017, will be a day students 
and staff will never forget!  North Nimishillen 
Elementary visited Louisville Elementary for the 
day.  As if combining all the staff and students wasn’t 
enough excitement, they were joined by guest readers 
from Louisville High School, the University of Mount 
Union, the Constitution Day Queen’s Court, and of 
course the wonderful Louisville Marching Band! 

The day began with a “Super U” assembly focusing 
on the student’s responsibility to choose their words 
and actions using their superpowers! The “Super U” 
(super you) was an action-packed school assembly that 
encouraged students to build positive character traits 
while promoting a bully-free school environment.  
The message shared was challenging our students 
to let their best traits shine and become their own 
“personal super heroes” both at school and home.  

The day continued with a reading of the book Two by 
Kathryn Otoshi. Two, read by a guest reader in each 
classroom, emphasized the importance of sharing 
friends and including everyone.  Following the story 
and to begin the book discussion, every student 
received a cookie decorated with the number 1, 2 or 3 
that guided the discussion for reviewing the characters 
and their feelings from the story.  In preparation for 
this story-time, 1,500 cookies were baked by our 
caring cafeteria ladies and then decorated by our 
dedicated PTO moms!  

In addition to the story-time featuring all the guest 
readers, students made friendship catchers, number 
2 funny characters, and enjoyed the combined 
lunchtime fun of both schools.  The students really 
enjoyed the band and cheerleaders leading everyone 
in Upstander cheers!  The fun-filled day wrapped 
up as the students paraded through a tunnel created 
outside by our Louisville Marching Band for a group 
picture taken by Mr. Clutter (Mrs. Laura Clutter is our 
music teacher) and his drone. The students marched 

Great to be an Upstander!

in formation into our Upstander logo created in the 
LES parking lot by art teacher Mr. Mark Slack. There 
were 50 helium star balloons released as we took 
the picture!  It was a great day to be an Upstander 
and a part of the Louisville Community!  Thanks to 
everyone for making this day so special.  We couldn’t 
have done it without all of our helpers!

@LouisvilleCitySchools @LouisvilleSchls
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New Website launched on 
October 2, 2017
Louisville Community Cupboard will be using a 
new web address:

Louisvillecommunitycupboard.org
We hope everyone will use our new website and 
experience an easier way of accessing updated 
and helpful information about the Louisville 
Community Cupboard.
New to this website is also a Donation Page which 
will offer a safe and convenient way of making a 
tax deductible monetary donation on line if you 
choose.  After each donation is made, a receipt will 
be sent to your email which you will then use when 
filing your taxes.
This donation page also offers other ways of helping 
us fill our shelves at the Cupboard.

Drop-Off Sites:
If you can’t make it to the Louisville Community 
Cupboard during our hours of operation at 
Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church, you may 
drop off your donations at the following area 
businesses:

• Edwards Jones Investments
 1293 California Avenue Suite B 

Monday thru Friday: 8:30 am – 5 pm 
Non-perishables welcome

• Consumers National Bank of Louisville 
1111 North Chapel Street 
Monday thru Friday: 9 am - 5 pm (also)  
Saturday 9 am - 1 pm 
Non-perishables welcome

HOURS OF OPERATION: 
(Doors open at 2 pm)
• Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church – 930 S. 

Nickelplate
• First Thursday of each month -  3 pm – 5 pm
• Third Thursday of each month – 3 pm – 5 pm
 (We will no longer be open until 5:30 pm on the 
third Thursday)
We are happy to accept any donations or plastic 
grocery bags during the above hours.
Post Office Box Address for Donations and 
Correspondence:

Louisville Community Cupboard

Sally Samblanet, Director and Volunteer
Trustees:  Karyn Crislip, Lisa Crislip, Rev. Ralph Gibson,  

Karen Metzger, Steve Thomas

ISSUE #41 Critical to District Operations

• Louisville Community Cupboard 
P.O. Box 84 
Louisville, Ohio 44641

• Cash donations welcomed – Tax deductible

UP COMING EVENTS:
Light Up Louisville – December 3, 2017
Please contact us if you have questions about 
any of the above information.  We will be 
happy to answer any of your questions.
If you or your organization are interested in 
putting together a food drive, please contact us 
and we will be more than willing to help you 
through the organizing process.

Contact Numbers:
Sally Samblanet - 330-704-7418      
Ralph Gibson -  330-875-3165
Website:  Louisvillecommunitycupboard.org
(Or visit us on Facebook)

The District has placed the renewal of the existing emergency operating levy 
on the November 7th ballot.  This levy was first passed in 2013 and generates 
$1,835,000 annually for our schools.  As such, it accounts for approximately 
7% of the District’s general operating budget.  The original five-year term is 
expiring at the end of tax year 2017 (collection year 2018), and the District is 
asking that it be renewed for another five-year term.

As a renewal, this is not an increase in tax, so District residents will not incur any 
additional cost.  The renewal simply allows the District to continue to collect 
the tax revenue that it currently receives.  The continuation of this revenue is 
extremely important for the operations of the District.

“This is not an increase . . . residents will NOT incure 
any additional cost”  

As we get closer to November 7th, please do not hesitate to contact either  
Michele Shaffer, Superintendent, or Derek Nottingham, Treasurer, at 330-875-1666 with any questions.

Superintendent Message
Online Survey Feedback – Presented to Board and Available Online
At the October 23rd School Board meeting, representatives of Burges & Burges Strategists presented the results and analysis 
of a community-wide online survey conducted over the summer. In our pursuit of greater openness and transparency, the 
district has made the full research report available to the public online.
We were very pleased with the high response rate. 474 members of our community offered their feedback about the district 
– with nearly 50% of those being long-term residents who have lived in the district for 20+ years. Four out of five rated 
the district’s quality of education as Excellent or Good, which is a great quality rating.  Community members prioritized 
‘providing academic programs that prepare students for college/good jobs’ and ‘retaining high-quality teachers and staff’ as 
top district priorities.
The full results of the 22-question survey are simply too large to publish in their entirety in this newsletter. Please visit the 
district website (louisvillecityschools.org) to view and download the full report, which can be found under the “Community” 
tab at the top of the page. 
Thank You to all who participated!

√Please 
V O T E

DistrictNews

@LouisvilleSchls

@TreasurerDerek
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DistrictNews

Understanding our  
Report Card Results 

Ohio School Report Card data shows educators, school administrators, and families where their schools 
are succeeding as well as areas where they need to improve. 
It is a snapshot of our district’s progress and is based largely on our student’s success on one high-
stakes test on one given day. 
The Louisville City School District is pleased with results in several categories and recognizes that 
there is still work to be accomplished in other areas.   Our staff spends waiver days (professional 
development) looking at aligning our curriculum to the state standards and developing assessments to 
measure students’ mastery of these standards.  The district has implemented the Ohio Improvement 
Plan where teams of teachers analyze assessment data from high stakes tests and classroom assessments 
to better determine where students need additional supports. 
Our elementary schools utilize the TITLE program which means students receive tutoring services 
during PAWS for areas where they struggle or enrichment activities for advanced learners so all students 
can reach and exceed their potential.   A team of primary teachers is receiving professional development 
in Jon Saphier’s “Research for Better Teaching” program and our middle school is sending a team to a 
Universal Design training to build additional strategies in curriculum.  
Measuring Success:
• LHS earned a Silver Medal award and was named one of the “Best High Schools” in U.S. News and 

World Report 
• LMS earned a Momentum award for academic success in reading and math
• All third graders were successfully promoted to fourth grade
• LHS seniors were offered more than $4 million in scholarships last year
• LHS has a 97.1% graduation rate and 24% of students graduated with honors
• Our student’s ACT scores exceed the national norm and state average 
• 65% of LHS graduates enrolled in a 2 or 4 year college, 7% enlisting in the military and 32% entered 

the workforce trough vocational education and training
Ensuring Success:
• Increased Advanced Placement (AP), College Credit Plus (CC+) and Honors level courses
• Expanded STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) from the high school into the middle 

school
• Provided additional professional development opportunities for teachers 
• Added Family Support Services at LMS and additional support for all families and students through 

the County iCare Teams
Learn more at louisvillecityschools.org/district-profile.html.

Help For All Families
Have you recently lost a close family member or pet? Did a 
member of your family lose or change jobs? Did something 
happen at home and your child needs someone to talk to? Are 
you struggling to put food on the table, pay for utilities, or 
provide for the basic needs of your family? We can help!
Many of today’s students will face some type of obstacle 
that keeps them from achieving their goals or succeeding 
at school.  But what if the issue affects their whole family 
or requires specialized help? Louisville Family Support 
Specialist Tiffany Rogers can help!   
Tiffany works with families, school personnel and community 
providers to identify and remove the barriers impacting 
student’s performance in school and helps all families access 
the resources and support they need to be safe and healthy. 
She has an office at Louisville Middle School and is teamed 
with CommQuest certified counselor Bonnie Peterson and 
specialist Nate Jackson.   
A teacher or staff member may ask Tiffany to talk with a 
student to help uncover the cause of his or her struggle and 
parents can call and request a meeting or ask that she reach 
out to their child at school.
“I have so many resources available for families,” states 
Tiffany. “No request is too small and no one should feel like 
they are struggling alone.”

Help can include:
- Talking with students during a difficult time or loss at home
- Communicating with a child’s teacher, office staff, nurse, or 

principal
- Filling out paperwork or explaining handouts and materials 

sent home
- Signing students up for free lunch or food for the weekend
- Providing students with supplies, clothing, shoes, and coats 
- Helping families who need help with utilities, food, or 

holiday assistance 
- Arranging for one-on-one or family counseling 
- Accessing community resources to get help with medical 

or mental health care, housing, employment, childcare, 
education, and more

- Seeking interpretation/translation services
Need help or want to learn more?  Call Tiffany at  
330-875-5597 or email at trogers@leppaps.org.
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DistrictNews
Student Representatives to the Board of Education
The Louisville Board of Education has had the opportunity to gain valuable insight from high 
school students selected as Student Representatives to the Board. Students interested in becoming 
representatives to the Board during their senior year partake in a selection process, which includes 
a rigorous application and interview during the spring of their junior year.  Those selected attend the 
monthly Board of Education meetings to acquire knowledge and understanding of the school district 
operations, management, and policies.  They not only bring a student perspective to the Board meetings, 
but also provide monthly reports on upcoming events, activities, and student issues and concerns that 
impact Louisville High School.   
Amanda Beck and Sydney Daniel were chosen as Student Representatives for the Board of Education 
for the 2017-18 school year.  They will be an asset to the Board and outstanding spokespersons for 
Louisville High School.
Amanda Beck is the daughter of Debra and Kevin Beck.  She keeps busy with her 
extracurricular activities that include teaching Sunday school, elementary school tutor, 
and a member of Key Club, Student Council, Jo’s Girls, Spanish Club, Buckeye Girls 
State, and Social Justice Academy.  She plans on attending a four-year college and 
majoring in speech pathology and audiology.
Sydney Daniel is the daughter of James Daniel and Jill Smith. Sydney has played 
basketball and ran cross-country at the high school.  She also keeps busy by being part 
of Key Club, German Club, and DECA.  She dedicates her time in the community 
by participating and volunteering in 4-H, coaching youth, humane society, and dairy 
judging.  Sydney plans to attend a four-year college, majoring in nursing and getting a 
minor in marketing.

The Louisville Rotary Club is looking for  
Host Families to participate in  
The Rotary International Youth Exchange 
Program
Imagine sharing the security and comfort of your home with a student who 
wants to come to America to experience our town and culture by attending our school.  Families 
with our past exchange students find the three-month commitment a life changing experience.  
The exchange student or the Rotary Club provides health insurance, school fees, clothing, travel 
and social expenses.  If you would like to consider this cultural experience for your family, please 
contact Bill Wood at 330-284-4779, or Denny Valentine at 330-875-4689. 

Start with Hello
The students at Louisville Elementary and 
North Nimishillen Elementary both participated 
in Start with Hello week September 25-29th.  
Start with Hello is a national program that 
was developed by the parents of Sandy Hook 
Elementary.  The purpose of the program 
is to continue working towards our goal of 
eliminating social exclusion and isolation.   
The students started the week with wearing 
nametags all-day and getting to know new 
friends.  We also had “mix-it up at lunch” day 

where students lined up and sat with a new friend.  On the last few days of our Start with Hello week 
the students were asked to make new friends and include others. Our pledge poster was displayed 
throughout the buildings as students pledged to “Say Hello and Include Others.” Just another example 
of being Upstanders and creating a caring environment in our elementary schools!
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Special Programs Update

Integrated Preschool Program
It’s not too late to register!  The 
Louisville City School District’s 
Integrated Preschool Program has been 
welcoming preschool children, ages 
three through five, with or without 
disabilities for over 21 years.
Morning classes are held from 8:30am-
11:00am and afternoon classes from 
12:00 -2:30 pm Monday through Friday.
The program offers an active, 
supportive environment in which preschool-aged students learn together through 
developmentally appropriate, educational based activities and experiences. 
The integrated program has proven that preschool children with or without 
disabilities benefit when they learn together. Children are provided with the 
necessary services and support for developing pre-academic, communication and 
social skills necessary to prepare them for kindergarten. All children take part in 
developmentally appropriate activities that address their individual needs. 
PROGRAM BENEFITS
• Taught by highly educated professionals licensed in early childhood education
• Both morning and afternoon classes
• Prepares children for kindergarten in a school environment
• Free preschool screening
• Field trips as well as participation in school-wide events
• Low child-teacher ratio
• Access to computer, iPad, and SMARTBoard technology
• Weekly physical education, library, music, and art experiences
For more information about the Louisville Integrated Preschool Program, contact 
Special Programs Director Justin Haren at jharen@lepapps.org or (330) 875-7602 
or visit us on the web at louisvillecityschools.org/preschool.

Transition Expo Provided 
Resources for Families
Families and staff that attended the Leopard Leap Transition Fair Expo on  
September 13 at LHS walked away with plenty of resources, contacts and 
information to help students and children with special needs as they transition from 
middle school to high school and into adult life.  Vendors offered a brief overview 
of their programs and services and participants enjoyed light refreshments and 
entered in a drawing for a variety of gifts donated by the community organizations. 

Stark County Fair
Students from the elementary school, middle school, and high school started the 
2017-18 school year off with a trip to the Stark County Fair this past season.  The 
group was engaged in activities that incorporated functional living skills, career 
exploration and science as they navigated through the various sections of the fair.  
This is an annual tradition for the Louisville Special Education Program and both 
the students and staff look forward to it every year.

Builders Club
Looking for a way to get your child involved in enriching, positive activities?  The Builders Club is an 
international student-led organization providing members with opportunities to perform service, build 
character and develop leadership.  It is an all-inclusive club that is open to all students in grades 6-9.

Latest Projects
LMS Community Garden
Members of the Builders Club planted and cared for the garden located behind the middle school 
throughout the summer.  Produce was donated to the Louisville Food Pantry and Hannah House.

Future Projects/Activities 
Friday, November 3: Volunteer for the Veteran’s Program at LMS
Please contact Ms. Karen Andrews at kandrews@lepapps.org for more information.

A special thank you to vendors:
• ASPIES
• Boy Scouts
• CommQuest 
• Louisville Library
• Louisville YMCA
• U of Mount Union Student 

Accessibility Support 
• Opportunities for Ohioans with 

Disabilities (OOD)

• R. G. Drage Career Center
• Stark County Board of DD
• State Support Team 9
• The DEPOT Inc.
• The Ohio Coalition for the 

Education of Children with 
Disabilities (OCECD)

• The Workshops Incorporated (TWI)
• Stable Solutions
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Athletic News

Athletic Hall of Fame
The Louisville High School Athletic Hall of Fame 
recently inducted four new members -  Rob Arnold, 
Nathan DeGasperis, Gary Muhleman and Andy 
Shook. The group was recognized on September 1 
prior to the Louisville home football game and at a 
reception following. Their plaques will be hung along 
with the 81 other members honored since 2004. 
The purpose of the Louisville High School Athletic 
Hall of Fame is to recognize individuals who have 
distinguished themselves while an athlete, coach or 
contributor for the athletic department. 
Rob Arnold – Rob is a 1992 graduate of LHS where 
he earned nine varsity letters: football (3), basketball 
(3), baseball (3).  He earned All Ohio in baseball 
and 1st Team All County and 1st Team All NBC in 
baseball (2), basketball and football. His senior year 
Rob was named MVP of the Louisville baseball 
team. He played in The Repository Football All-Star 
Game, Hank Miller Baseball Classic and County All-
Star Basketball Game. He was an integral part of the 
first Leopards football team to ever qualify for state 
playoffs.  
After graduating, Rob was a three-year starter for the 
University of Akron Baseball Team and part of the 
only team in the school’s history to earn a M.A.C. 
Championship.  He was a 19-time Canton Class “A” 
Baseball All-Star and won four Amateur Baseball 
National Championships with the Canton Stallions.
Nathan DeGasperis – Nathan graduated from LHS 
in 2000 and was a three-year letterman from 1997-
1999. In 1999, he was named as the 1st Team WHBC 
All County Kicker, 1st Team Repository All County 
Center, 1st Team All-Conference NBC Center, 
1st Team Alliance Review Center and 3rd Team 
Northeast Ohio Inland District Center. 

His senior year Nathan served as team captain of 
the LHS football and baseball team, was named All 
County for baseball and played in the Repository 
East West All Star Football Classic.   
Upon graduation, he attended West Liberty State 
College where he played football, earned his 4-year 
letterman as Center and served as team captain his 
senior year (2004).  Nathan was the 33rd pick in 
the AIFL draft when Erie Freeze chose him to play 
the position of lineman.  In 2006, he was part of the 
Canton Legends team that won an AIFL American 
Bowl Championship.
Gary Muhleman - Gary became an active contributor 
to Louisville Athletics in the early ‘70’s.  He was a 
hot stove baseball and youth basketball coach.  Gary 
served as president of the booster club for 10 years 
followed by 3 years as president of the touchdown 
club.  He was a timer for swim meets for 6 years.  
Gary has been involved in 2 stadium upgrades and 
assisted in maintaining the baseball and softball 

fields.  He coordinated the complete restoration of 
the tennis courts in the 80’s.  Gary began announcing 
JV and Freshman football games 25 years ago, and 
continues to do so to this day, along with varsity 
games as needed.  He can still be seen operating the 
scoreboard and clock for stadium events.
Andy Shook – Andy is a 2001 graduate of LHS 
where he played football, basketball and baseball.  
A three-year letterman, he played defensive back on 
two NBC football championship teams and earned 
1st Team All-NBC (2) and 1st Team All-County 
honors. On the basketball court, Andy helped lead 
his teams to two NBC championships and was a 
starter on the 20-0 regular season team earning a 
46% 3-point shot rating.  He was also a three-year 
letter winner in baseball.
Andy attended Washington & Jefferson College 
where he was a four-year letterman and 3rd Team 
all-American linebacker and named 1s team All-
Presidents’ Athletic Conference.

(l to r): Andy Shook, Nathan DeGasperis, Gary Muhleman, Rob Arnold
Ph

ot
o 

C
ou

rte
sy

 o
f t

he
 L

ou
is

vi
lle

 H
er

al
d

2
0

1
7

Boys’ Basketball
The 2017-2018 Boys’ Basketball Season has already begun 
and we have some exciting news to share.  The season will be 
highlighted once again by a full schedule of Division 1 opponents including Canton McKinley, North Canton 
Hoover, Massillon and Lake.  The Leopards will also be traveling to Quicken Loans Arena for a match-up vs. 
Austintown Fitch Falcons.  That evening all leopard fans that purchased a ticket will then get to watch the L.A. 
Lakers vs. Cleveland Cavaliers.   This special day will be Dec 14th and the start time will be 2:30 PM.  Please 
contact the Louisville Athletic Department for ticket information.
The Leopard Youth Program continues to grow and create great opportunities that include camps, games and 
travel leagues.  The Leagues will be played at Louisville High School this year on Saturdays and also have 
1 practice per week. These young men will also continue into travel leagues where they will compete in 
Tallmadge, Canton and Minerva.  There will also be a 6 week instructional camp for grades K-2.  The “Little 
Dribblers” and the fall youth camp will also play at every home game.   Any questions about this league should 
contact Coach Siegfried @ 330-806-8523 or Siegfried@lepapps.org.

Maverick Pugh lifting before his ACL surgery.
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      Boys’ Golf
The Louisville Leopard Boys’ Golf Team faced the Salem Quakers on Senior Night at Sleepy Hollow 
Country Club on September 25th.  The Leopards were victorious that evening by a score of 180-225.  
Leading the Leopards were co-medalists Darren Hester and Connor Wendt each shooting 44 while 
Justin Shafer shot 45 and Caleb Prasco shot 47.  The victory improved the Leopards to 8-7 (7-7 in 
the NBC) on the season.  The Leopard Seniors recognized on Senior Night were Sam Casto, Jacob 
Godwin, and Darren Hester.  
Sam Casto is the son of Teresa and Kevin Casto.  Sam is a four-year member of the golf team, lettering 
for the past two seasons.  Sam is also an Eagle Scout, an Honors and AP student, a member of the 
National Honor Society, as well as an employee at Ace Hardware.  Sam plans to attend college and 
major in Computer Engineering.
Jacob Godwin  is the son of Ann and Craig Godwin.  Jacob is a four-year member of the golf team, 
lettering for the past two seasons.  Jacob is also an Eagle Scout, a member of the National Honor 
Society, and a College Credit Plus student.  Jacob plans to attend college and major in Accounting.
Darren Hester is the son of Joy and Joe Hester.  Darren is a three-year member of the golf team, 
lettering for the past two seasons.  Darren is also involved in Teen Bible Quiz competitions, and works 
at Clearview Golf Course.  Darren plans to attend Ohio State ATI in Wooster and major in Turfgrass 
management.
The golfers, families, and coaches would also like to thank Jimmy’s Backyard BBQ in Louisville for 
graciously donating our Senior Night meal.  The coaches would also like to thank the families for all of 
the time and dedication put into the season as well as the team meals and Sleepy Hollow Country Club 
for being our home course and allowing us to give back to the course.

Lady Leopards 
Basketball Spaghetti 

Dinner Fundraiser
Date:  Saturday, October 21, 2017
Place:  Louisville Middle School

Time:  4:00 pm – 7:00 pm

Meal includes:
Salad, Bread, Spaghetti, 

Drink & Dessert

Activities:
Face Painting, Gym Activities & More!

Silent Auction & Raffle Baskets!

Tickets Prices:
Adults  - $8.00     •     Ages 5-12  - $5.00

Kids 4 & under are FREE

Tickets Available from:  
High School Girl Basketball Players

Coach Garee McCully at the Middle School
High School Athletic Office (Door #1)

Or at the door on October 21st

*Special Thanks to our sponsor  
Mike’s Milann’s and OUR parent volunteers

Athletic News

Sixty new BLACK dumbbells in the weight room at the high 
school. THANK YOU to the Booster club!

 2017 Boys’ Golf Seniors - Darren Hester, Sam Casto and Jacob Godwin

Dylan Walczak Emily Fresenko showing her muscles. Drew Doerschuk and 
Trent Degenhard
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Honoring Those Who Have Served
Louisville High School will be welcoming a new display to the hallways this fall honoring all the 
Louisville graduates who have served in the armed forces.  The social studies department has coordinated 
the creation of a 4’x 8’ display of Louisville graduates that have served this country in the military.  The 
display shows the names of who served, their graduation year, and the branch of the armed forces in 
which they served.   We are very proud of our young men and women that have gone on to serve this 
great nation and this is a small way of showing our gratitude.  Coordinating this effort through the social 
studies department is Tom Siegfried.  Please contact him at siegfried@lepapps.org if you have served in 
the armed forces or know someone who has and is a Louisville graduate so that we can add their name 
to the display.

IMPORTANT DATES
OCTOBER
 24 Lifetouch Picture Retake Day
  Choir Quarter Auction Event ...... 5:00 – 10:00 pm 
 27 End of First Nine Weeks
 28 ACT Testing @ LHS
 31 Blood Drive (Tentative)
NOVEMBER
 10 Drama Club Mystery Theater
 11 30th Annual Band Boosters Craft Show 

@ LMS .................................9:00 am – 3:00 pm
 22-24 Thanksgiving Break – NO SCHOOL
 27 Teacher Day – NO STUDENTS
DECEMBER
 9 ACT Testing @ LHS .....................8:00 am – noon
 11 Holiday Choir Concert ............................. 7:00 pm
 20 Speech & Debate Tournament
 22 –29 Winter Break – NO SCHOOL
JANUARY
 1-2 Winter Break – NO SCHOOL
 3 Classes Resume
 11 Royal Knights Basketball Game ... 6:00 – 9:00 pm
 12 Waiver Day – No Students
 15  MLK Day  – NO SCHOOL
 19 End of Grading Period
 24 Speech & Debate Tournament  

@ LHS .................................... 4:00 – 10:00 pm
FEBRUARY
 8 & 15 Parent/Teacher Conferences
 10 ACT Test @ LHS ..........................8:00 am – noon
 19 Presidents Day – NO SCHOOL

Louisville HigH scHool

The French Connection
This past June, four LHS students, Alek Alspach (‘17 grad), Kaylyn 
Bennett (‘17 grad), Kaitlin Kerchner (senior) and Celine Kosita (senior), 
stepped out of their textbook pages and into a real-life application of their 
French knowledge. For 15 days, these students practiced the language and 
absorbed the culture of France. The sight-seeing included several castles 
in the Loire Valley, the infamous beaches and coastal towns of Normandy, the house of Claude Monet, 
and all the sights of Paris--including a dinner at the Eiffel Tour. The students also spent five days with 
a French family, which gave them a true picture of French family life and culture. The students were 
accompanied by their teacher, Katy Todd, LMS teacher Melissa Warga and former LHS grad Katie 
Warga.
There will be an exciting opportunity this summer to host a French student for three weeks. LHS French 
teacher Katy Todd will be looking for families willing to open up their homes during the month of July 
to these young people from France. They will be here to learn all they can about the American family 
and to practice their English. If you have a teenager in the home and would be interested in learning 
more about this opportunity, please contact Katy Todd at the high school. 

Create Your Future
HOSA, the Health 
Occupations Students of 
America, promotes health 
care quality and career 
opportunities to all students.  
Madyson Giles, Katrina 
Hoagland, and Alexandra 
Shepard, members of the 
R.G. Drage/ Louisville High 
School Sports Medicine and 
Rehabilitation program, have 
given themselves the task for 
the 2017-2018 school year to promote and reinforce HOSA’s 
main goal in making sure all participants and community 
members care for their physical, mental, and social well-
being.  Their plan is to involve as many peers as possible 
along with themselves in community and school services, 
and career awareness to gain the distinction of “Outstanding 
HOSA Chapter.” Keep a look out for their service updates and 
activities around the community.  To gain more information 
about HOSA, please visit www.hosa.org.

(l to r):  Madyson Giles, 
Katrina Hoagland, and 

Alexandra Shepard.

Speech and Debate Off and Running!
After spending the first few weeks of school recruiting and 
meeting with new members, students are now buckling down 
and preparing their presentations for competition season.
The 40+ member team shares a rigorous tournament schedule 
that spans from October-March and has them traveling 
around the state from GlenOak to Sylvania. Each passing 
tournament will allow students to progressively improve their 
communication and presentation skills to prepare them for 
success at the district, state and national tournaments!

Good luck to all our students as they kick off the competition season October 21 at Carrollton.

 (l to r): President Victoria Tritt, Vice 
President Madison Naugle and Debate 
Recording Secretary Robert Duncan.

30th Annual Band Boosters Craft Show
Saturday, November 11, 2017

9 AM – 3 PM @ Louisville Middle School
This popular craft show features over 200 tables of crafters and vendors and is a great place 
to do some holiday shopping!  Come in time for the Rotary Pancake Breakfast, and stay for 

lunch in the Leopard Café,  serving soups, sandwiches and desserts!
Hope to see you there!
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HigH scHool
Pep Rally at LHS
Louisville High School held its first pep rally in several 
years to help support all of our fall athletic teams as well as 
the band.  Coaches and students introduced their players, 
previewed their season, and wished them good luck.

        Life Changing Experiences for LHS 
Students:  The Cinema Drive Program
LHS students Grades 9-12 were lucky enough to 
experience this program through a grant sponsored 
by Stark County Safe Communities.  
The “Cinema Drive” program creates a real-world 
experience for high school students new to driving. 
The program centers around three young adults and 
how their decisions made during the course of one 
night change their lives forever. Students tag along 
with the characters as they face peer pressure, 
make poor decisions and ultimately suffer the 
consequences of their decisions. 
Cinematic storytelling and multisensory technology bring to life the dire consequences of human 
factors such as: speeding, fatigue, driving without seat belts, driving while texting, driving under the 
influence and peer pressure. Students immerse themselves in cutting-edge “edutainment” that engages 
them, teaches them and changes them. Through an innovative experience more memorable than a 
typical classroom lecture, students open their minds to critical decision-making that protects them and 
their communities. 
The program includes the suggested guideline topics of the eight dangers in teen driving, as set forth by 
Center for Disease Control. The concepts, and skills promoted in the program were developed through 
a rigorous process guided by research evidence and expert opinion on the subjects of driver safety 
awareness and alcohol prevention. Cinema Drive will equip educators/students with the skills, and 
learning experiences to adopt and maintain an awareness of safe driving and road safety. 
Cinema Drive has been incorporated in student curriculums in several countries including Mexico, 
Israel, Poland and the United States.

Louisville HigH scHool

Choir to Perform in NYC
This March, the Louisville High School Choirs will be 
traveling to New York City to participate in a choral festival. 
The students will have the opportunity to perform for other 
high school choirs from around the country, as well as attend 
performances by those choirs. Choral adjudicators will be 
present to give the choirs a rating to reflect their performance. 
While in NYC, students will also be attending “The Phantom 
of the Opera” on Broadway, and visiting the 9-11 Memorial 
and several other attractions.
To help raise money for this experience, the LHS choir 
program will be having a quarter auction on Tuesday, October 
24th at 6:00 pm in the high school auditeria. There will be 
many prizes available! Bidding paddles are $5 for the first 
paddle and $2 for each additional paddle. Concessions will 
be available and there will also be a 50/50 raffle. Come join 
in the fun and bring lots of quarters!
If you would like any additional information about the quarter 
auction or the choir program’s New York City trip, please 
contact Cindy Sponseller via email, csponseller@lepapps.
org, or by phone at (330) 875-1438 ext. 1711.

Baseball Through Better Turf
The Malone University Baseball Team is using the varsity baseball field this fall while their new 
stadium is under construction.  Coach Tom Crank, his staff, and the Malone players took the time to 
make field improvements prior to their fall season.  They brought in new dirt, edged around the field, 
and fixed all of the mounds.   On behalf of the Louisville Baseball team we would like to wish the 
Pioneers the best of luck and thanks for our field upgrades!

The Band and Color Guard Marlena Evans as the 
Leopard mascot.

LHS Drama Club presents…
On Friday, November 10th the LHS Drama Club will present “No Body to 
Murder” written by Edith Weiss. This silly saga is full of zany characters and 
hilarious stage action. Join us to help solve the mysterious murder of Billie Body, 
a gung-ho aerobics instructor. There will be two performances, 6:30 p.m. and 8:00 p.m., and dessert 
will be served. Admission is by donation, which will be happily accepted to benefit the Drama Club. 
We hope to see you there!

ACT Free for Juniors
The State of Ohio is paying for all current juniors to take the ACT at Louisville High School this 
winter/spring (February 27, 2018). This test will be administered to all juniors during the school 
day. This is a great opportunity for all students to take the ACT at least once during their high school 
career or to retake it for a higher score. Students are encouraged to log into their NAVIANCE 
account (link located on our website) and use the ACT test prep, which is also free of charge. Please 
contact the Guidance office if you have any questions or need your NAVIANCE log-in information.

Senior Capstone
The Class of 2018 has the honor of establishing a new 
tradition for Louisville City Schools and the #LeopardNation.  
This year’s seniors will be the first class to complete a year-
long senior capstone experience culminating in a Capstone 
Showcase (Wednesday, May 16th from 4-7 p.m.) where 
they will share and discuss projects with students, families, 
teachers, and community members. 
The capstone experience includes the required components 
listed below.  Components will be submitted/uploaded to 
create a portfolio according to teacher instructions.
Required Components: 
• Resume • Researched (short) Essay 
• Cover Letter • Research Based Project
• Reference List (non-family members) • Elegy
• #myleopardprint - 3-5 min Video  • Ode 
• Letter of Recommendation Form • Oral Presentation
• Attendance, Presentation, and Display at Capstone 

Showcase
* The Louisville High School Capstone meets one of the requirements for the 

alternate paths to graduation for the class of 2018 as outlined by the Ohio 
Department of Education.  For more information on these options please visit 
this website: http://bit.ly/2018gradinfo or contact one of our school counselors.
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Louisville Middle scHool

IMPORTANT DATES
OCTOBER
 26 PTO Halloween Party .................. 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
 27 End of Grading Period

NOVEMBER
 3 Veterans Day Program
 10 Awards Programs
 21 PTO Meeting - Library ........................... 6:30 p.m.
 22-24 Thanksgiving Break – NO SCHOOL
 27 Teacher Day – NO STUDENTS

DECEMBER
 5           Choir Concert .......................................... 6:00 p.m
 12        6th Grade Band Concert .......................... 7:00 p.m
 19        7th/8th Grade Band Concert .................... 7:00 p.m
 22-29  Winter Break - NO SCHOOL

JANUARY
 1-2       Winter Break - NO SCHOOL
 9/10    Honors Algebra I Semester Exam
 12        Waiver Day – NO STUDENTS
 15        Martin Luther King Day - NO SCHOOL
 16        PTO Meeting – Library .......................... 6:30 p.m.
 17-18  Art I Semester Exam

FEBRUARY
 1-2        Awards Programs
 8 & 13 Parent/Teacher Conferences ......... 3:00 - 6:30 p.m.
 19        Presidents Day - NO SCHOOL
 20        PTO Meeting - Library ........................... 6:30 p.m.

Veterans in the 
Classroom
Louisville Middle School has invited Veterans to 
come and visit our school for many years.  During 
their visit, they share their experiences with our 
students.  Often times, they bring some of their 
gear and items they received during their tour of 
duty.  The culminating activity is having all men 
and women honored by being presented to the 
student body by the war they served in during 
an assembly.  Our students always learn so much 
from the Veterans and we are privileged to honor 
them for defending our country and our freedoms! 
If you are a Veteran or know a Veteran who would 
like to participate in this LMS event, please 
contact Mac Aljancic at maljancic@lepapps.org.

Military Care 
Packages

The students and staff of LMS collect items for our 
service men and women each spring.  Recently, 
we received a letter sharing their appreciation for 
what was received from our school.  This excerpt 
from the letter that shows the impact this gesture 
had on our military personnel.

 “...Before we left the United States I had 
received in the mail four care packages from 
the middle school.  We had boxed them up and shipped them with us to Iraq.  The boxes 
contained a variety of things from snacks, cookies and toiletries...Thank you so much!  The 
area of Iraq that we are occupying is in the middle of nowhere and in many ways, seems as if it 
is separated from the rest of the world.  Because of this, the mailing system here is rather slow 
(even lucky to get it sometimes) taking at times up to two months to get here.  For many of my 
Soldiers, this is the furthest away from home they have ever been and the gesture of care and 
love put into those care packages has gone a long way in bringing joy and comfort to many of 
the Soldiers.”

Eight-grader Katie Yarnall’s chalk drawing  
completed in Mrs. Galentine’s art class.

One of our eigth-grade elective options is Work and Family.  In this course, students focus on foods, esteem, 
healthy life styles, financial and career planning.  Here you see Brandon Ross, Katelyn Porter, Reagan 

Vanover, Emily Kirby, and Tessa Schoessel participating in a kitchen activity in class.

FuelUP Kick-Off:  Student Ambassadors Charlie 
Roberts, Taryn Miglich and Delaney Orin  

handing out pizza at our kick-off event  
before the Marlington game.

One of the units we sent care packages showed their 
appreciation by marking “Go Leps” on their missles!
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Book Club 
Mrs. Keister, our librarian, sponsors a book club for middle 
school students.  Students choose to join the club, check out 
the book to read, and then they meet to discuss the book and 
do activities for the book.  Most recently, the club has read 
Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library by Chris Grabenstien.

Louisville Middle scHool

Holiday Concerts
The Music Department at Louisville Middle School is busy preparing for their upcoming 
concerts.  Our school has three bands and three choirs (one for each grade level).  We 
have almost half of our student body participating in band and choir at LMS!  Our band 
program is under the direction of Kristopher Bleininger, Andrew Stankey & Abigail 
Markewicz, and our choir is led by Mrs. Cindy Sponseller.  The choirs will perform on 
December 5th.  The concert will begin at 6:00 PM.  The sixth-grade band will have their 
concert December 12th at 7:00 PM.  To finish off the holiday concerts, our seventh and 
eighth-grade bands will have their concert on December 19th at 7:00 PM.  All of these 
concerts are a great way to kick off your holiday season! 

Career Day 
Once every three years, Louisville Middle School plans 
a career day.  Our goal is to invite our community in to 
share about their career with our students as they are 
developing their goals and aspirations.  We are planning 
our career day for May 11th this school year.  If you are 
interested in presenting to our students, please contact 
the middle school office at (330) 875-1803.

The sixth graders can’t hide their Leopard Pride!

You can always find middle school students in Section 8 cheering on our Leopards on Friday 
nights at home football games.  Pictured are seventh-graders Halley Weaver, Alexandra Ivey, 

Avari Gedeon and Kalli Spehar.



12 PAW PRINTS Fall 2017

Louisville eleMeNtary
 IMPORTANT DATES

OCTOBER
 27 End of the First Grading Period 
  Fall Festival
 30 Grade 3 ELA Ohio State Test Week

NOVEMBER
 1 Report Cards Sent Home
 2 Upstander Classroom Meetings
  2nd and 7 Program (Grade 3)  
 3 Celebrate Success (Tailgate Theme)
 7-8 Smile Program
 8 Grade 4 Science Night ........................... 6:30 p.m.
 14 PTO Meeting @ NN .............................. 6:30 p.m.
 16 Upstander Classroom Meetings
 20 Board Meeting @ LHS .......................... 7:00 p.m.
 22-24  Thanksgiving Break – NO SCHOOL
 27 Teacher Day - NO STUDENTS
 28 Spirit of Giving Week

DECEMBER
 4-8 Fill the Bucket Week at LES
 7      Grade 2 Musical ..................................... 7:00 p.m.
  Upstander Classroom Meetings
 11 Board Meeting @ LMS  ......................... 7:00 p.m.
 18-20 Secret Santa Shop (PTO)
 21 Holiday Party
 22-29 Winter Break - NO SCHOOL

JANUARY
 1-2 Winter Break - NO SCHOOL
 3 Classes Resume
 3 Yearbook Sales Start
 8 Board Meeting @ LES ............................. 7:00 pm
 9 PTO Meeting @ LES ............................... 6:30 pm
 12 Waiver Day – No Students
 15  MLK Day – NO SCHOOL
 18 Glow Dance (PTO) 
  Upstander Classroom Meetings
 19 End of Grading Period
 22 Fundraiser at LES Begins
 23 Blanket Night – Domestic Violence Shelter 

(Grade 3)
 24 Report Cards Sent Home
 25 Parent Teacher Conferences 
  2nd and 7 Program (Grade 3)
 25-26 Celebrate Success (Inflatables) 

FEBRUARY
 1 Parent/Teacher Conferences
 5 LES Fundraiser Ends
 8 St. Jude Children Hospital Fundraiser - 

North Canton
 8  Upstander Classroom Meetings
 13 5th Grade Camp Parent Meeting ............ 6:30 p.m.
 16 Valentines Day Parties (PTO)
  Interims Sent Home
 19 President’s Day - NO SCHOOL
 22 Family Reads Night (K-2) @ NN 
 27 Gr. 5 Science Fair Night ......................... 6:00 p.m.

Second-Grade Students Take their 
Learning Beyond the Walls of LES

The second-grade students would like to give a big THANK YOU to the Louisville Public Library for 
inviting us to make visits to the Public library.  LIBRARY VISITS CERTAINLY HAVE CHANGED 
since we teachers were in second grade!  The days of “shhhh!” and “Find your books and read silently” 
are looooooong gone!  Our students have already been engaged in a scavenger hunt to explore the 
library and all it has to offer, checked out books, and particpated in hands-on S.T.E.M. activities, 
including traveling to faraway places with the Google Expedition goggles.  We are excited to work 
hand-in-hand with our public library as we continue to work and learn.

Getting Fit
The physical education teachers of Louisville have teamed-up with Fuel Up To Play 60 and held a 
kick-off event before the Marlington game Friday, September 15.  FUTP60 is a program through the 
NFL to get students motivated to exercise for 60 minutes a day.  Student ambassadors from the schools 
wrote letters to get local businesses involved.  It was a great event where students could actively 
partake in events.  Over 600 students attended!
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eleMeNtary Louisville eleMeNtary

      Corn Hole Boards
Louisville High School students took the time to build 
30 sets of corn hole boards in Woods class last spring 
for our elementary students. A special thank you to Mr. 
Hoffman and his class for all of their craftsmanship and 
hard work. The next part of the project switched hands 
to our elementary art department. Mr. Slack and Mrs. 
Bozman have begun priming the boards in preparation for 
a fifth-grade class project. Students will begin designing 
their corn hole boards using skills discussed in art class. 
The corn hole boards will be used for our first nine-weeks 
Celebrate Success on Friday, November 3. It has been a 
complete team effort to prepare 60 well-structured and 
creative boards for LES. A special thank you to all the 
students for their hard work and dedication to this project.

PTO Starts Year Off 
with Fun Events!
The LES PTO has started off the school year with 
many successful events.  We hope you all enjoyed 
the Community Tailgate, Preschool Welcome, and 
Kindergarten Welcome parties! We would like to 
thank ZRBA Entertainment for donating all of the 
inflatables, dunk tank, snow cone, and cotton candy 
machines for the Tailgate and Kindergarten Welcome.  
Also, thank you to all of the parents and volunteers 
for making these events so successful.  The kids really 
enjoyed them and it was great to see everyone come 
together and get to know one another.  We have a busy 
fall coming up so check out these upcoming events:
 Fall Fest at LES & NN • Friday, October 27, 

2017 – Students are welcome to wear their costumes 
(according to school guidelines) and to collect some yummy treats as they join PTO volunteers in the 
gyms at both schools for a Halloween-themed walk-through maze and games!  Volunteers are still 
needed at both schools.  Join us for a fun time!

 Secret Santa Shoppe at LES & NN • December 18-20, 2017 – Students may make their lists and 
check them twice to shop for the special people in their lives.  PTO volunteers will be available to 
help kids to work get their holiday shopping done.  Watch for more information to come home in 
your student’s take home folder in December.

 Christmas/Holiday Party at LES & NN • Thursday, December 21, 2017 – We have an exciting 
day of grade-level holiday parties planned for students at LES & NN.  Parent and guardian volunteers 
are necessary to help plan the parties and to attend the parties to help with games, crafts and activities.  
If you would like to help, please sign up now on the PTO website.  Party-planning meetings for each 
grade level will be held at the November PTO meeting.  Please come and share your ideas.   

For more information on these and other exciting activities, to learn how you may get involved with 
the PTO, or to sign up to volunteer, visit www.lepselementarypto.weebly.com, send an email to 
louisvillepto@gmail.com, or visit us on Facebook  at “Louisville Elementary Schools PTO.”  Our next 
PTO meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 14, 2017, at 6:30 p.m. in the North Nim Cafeteria. 

The Kindergarten Welcome Party was a huge 
success with a lot of smiles and laughter.   

Thank you PTO!

Summer Readers
This past summer, 69 Louisville Elementary School students committed time to keeping their minds 
sharp and their reading skills ready for this school year. Each student was challenged to read at 
least 75 minutes per week, register at the Louisville Public Library, and attend at least one event at 
the library.  All students were recognized on September 15 with a certificate and a bag of treats to 
recognize their effort.  

Grade K
Scarlett Smith
Hayden Meyer
Tristen Burns
Austin Miller
Declan McMahan

Grade 1
Aubrey Smith
Dean Schmidt
Alana Francis
Mason Overcasher
Blake Nieschwitz
Lyla Kandel
Kendal Cline
Mark Bailey
Aireana Vlacovsky
Nicholas Capo

Grade 2
Paxton Laughlin
Delaney Black
Carter Overcasher
Max Sommer
Mackenzie Bennett
Kendra Williams
Caroline Kandel
Addie Volkert
Drew Stantz
Landon Dente

Grade 3
Bryce McDonald
Maverick Chapman
Isabella Schmidt
Mariya Ott
Rylynn Jobes
Caleb Mayle
Madison Miller
Leona Dutter
Simone Dutter
Lily Wilcox
Cadence Royer
Amanda DeJacimo
Izzie Babcock
Cayleigh Burrows

Grade 4
Kylah Meyer
Haley Burns
Jimi Crilow
Natalie Warner
Zella Boldon
Gavin Shadle
Gabrielle Schaub
Brooklyn Livingston
Brayden Elsass
Ellison Wolf
Kenzie Owens
Caitlyn Love
Madison Daugherty

Grade 5
Amethyst Chapman
Gracie Francis
Sierra Ott
Jacobo Lanham
Ava Lindner
Sincere Schmucker
Ty Sommer
Austin Vlacovsky
RIley Bennett
Benjamin Palmer
Hailey Jackson
Dominic Capo
Ava Lindner
Aiden Volkert
Ryan Stantz
Nolan Schwab
Morgan Callan

Readers:
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IMPORTANT DATES
OCTOBER
 27 Fall Festival Celebrate Success/ 

End of 1st 9 Weeks
NOVEMBER
 1 Report Cards Sent Home
 2 Upstander Class Meetings
 9 SMILES Program
 14 PTO @ NN ............................................. 6:30 p.m.
 16 Upstander Class Meetings/ 

Parent/Teacher Conferences
 21 Parent/Teacher Conferences
 22-24 Thanksgiving Break - NO SCHOOL
 27 Teacher Day – NO STUDENTS
 28 Spirit of Giving Week
DECEMBER
 5 Christmas Musical – 2nd grade
 15 Preschool Holiday Party
 18-20 Secret Santa Shop
 20 Preschool Christmas Program
 21 Holiday Parties (K-2)
 22-29 Winter Break - NO SCHOOL
JANUARY
 1-2 Winter Break - NO SCHOOL
 3 Yearbook Sales Start
 9 PTO @ LES  .......................................... 6:30 p.m.
 11 Upstander Building Movie
 12 Waiver Day – NO STUDENTS
 15 MLK Day – NO SCHOOL
 18 Upstander Class Meetings
  PTO Glow Dance @ LES ...................... 6:30 p.m.
 19 Upstander Building Movie
  End of 2nd 9 Weeks
 24 Report Cards Sent Home
 25 Preschool Parent/Teacher Conferences
 26 Celebrate Success 2nd 9 Weeks
FEBRUARY
 1 Parent/Teacher Conferences
 8 Upstander Class Meetings
  St. Jude’s Fundraiser – North Canton
 14 Preschool Valentine’s Day Party
 16 Interims Sent Home
  Valentine’s Day Parties K,1,2
 19 Presidents Day – NO SCHOOL
 22 Family Reads Night

      Preschool Welcome Party
The preschoolers and their parents were welcomed to North Nimishillen 
for a Superhero Parent and Student Welcome Party provided by the 
PTO.  Students were able to create their own superhero mask and 
cape and were able to swoop around the playground and demonstrate 
their superhero powers.  In between fighting crime and running at 
amazing speeds, the children could stop by the refreshment stand 
for red, white, and blue popsicles and ice cream sandwiches.  The 
children were also treated to a fun photo booth where they could have their picture taken with many 
fun add-ons.  Many thanks to the PTO and to teacher candidates from the University of Mount Union 
for helping us to have a fun and amazing evening.

Art
The students at North Nimishillen have been busy learning 
and creating in art class!  Students have learned about line 
and shape, two of the basic building blocks in art. They 
examined works of famous artists, Henri Matisse, Wassily 
Kandinsky, and Piet Mondrian to discover how they 
incorporated these elements into their art.  The students 
created their own artwork by using various techniques and 
styles, including mosaics and watercolor crayon resist.  
All student artwork will be kept at school in anticipation 
of the spring Art Show on April 20th at Louisville High 
School.  Please save the date for this wonderful exhibit that showcases the skill and creativity of our 
students!

The Buddy Bench is Here! 
Last year the high school woods program was 
gracious to help our students at North Nimishillen 
by creating a Buddy Bench for our playground.  
The high school students were led by Mr. 
Hoffman and his crew of young students.  The 
Buddy Bench is for any student to sit on if they 
are unable to find their friends at recess or need 
a friend to play with that day.  The students are 
encouraged to include new friends sitting on the 
bench.  At NN we take care of our friends.  It isn’t 
enough to be friendly . . . we need to be a friend.  
We are always Upstanders.

N
H

S
N. Nimishillen eleMeNtary

(l to r): Aaliyah Adkins and Cade Allan  
are using watercolor paints  

to add color to their line designs.

(l to r): Blake 
Leishman, Zade 
Kirkpatrick, and 
Brandon Wilson.

(l to r): Campbell Pittman, 
Cooper Davis, and 

Taloulah Fehn.

PAWS Time
North Nimishillen Elementary is pleased to continue to 
provide students with PAWS time throughout the school week.  
PAWS time is a data driven time when all students and staff 
at a particular grade level are working on reading concepts 
and skills.  This is a time when there is no new instruction 
taking place so that children do not miss out on anything.  
Children work in small groups to receive remediation, on-
level, and enrichment reading opportunities.  Groups are fluid 
and change according to what the children need. Ms. Jamie 
Ingram leads our PAWS group times, activities, and helps our 
students to reach their maximum reading potential.   

Preschool
The preschoolers 
have spent 
the month of 
September learning 
about butterflies.  
They were able 
to watch several 
monarch butterflies 
go from the egg to 
the caterpillar to 
the chrysalis to the 
butterfly. 
They also enjoyed releasing their butterflies, 
too.  Students made a mural with orange and 
white flowers to learn about how butterflies 
enjoy sipping nectar with their proboscis.  The 
children also learned that birds are a predator of 
butterflies.  If a bird is coming a butterfly will 
camouflage itself by folding its wings over so the 
bird cannot see it. 

Kindergarten Celebrates 
their First Weeks
Our kindergarten students have been working 
hard during these first few weeks of school as 
we study our Zoo Phonics and learn about school 
expectations and behaviors.  The children were 
rewarded with a special treat of popsicles in the 
cafeteria.  They were very excited to learn!

Owen Neff



www.louisvillecityschools.org 15 PAW PRINTS

SAVE THE DATE!

DistrictNews
House Bill 410 Addresses Attendance Issues 

In December 2016, the Ohio General Assembly passed House Bill 410 to encourage and support a 
preventative approach to excessive absences and truancy. Beginning with the 2017-2018 school year, 
several changes have taken effect. 
Excessive absences interfere with students’ progress in mastering knowledge and skills necessary to 
graduate from high school and prepare for higher education and the workforce. To support academic 
success for all students, the district will partner with students and their families to identify and reduce 
barriers to regular school attendance. The district will utilize a continuum of strategies to reduce 
student absence including, but not limited to:
• Notification of student absence to the parent or guardian;
• Development and implementation of an absence intervention plan, which may include supportive 

services for students and families;
• Counseling;
• Parent education and parenting programs;
• Mediation;
• Intervention programs available through juvenile authorities; and
• Referral for truancy, if applicable.
The following is the definition of “habitually truant,” as defined by law: 
• Absent 30 or more consecutive hours (equivalent to approximately 4 ½ days) without a legitimate 

excuse; 
• Absent 42 or more hours (equivalent to approximately 6 ½ days) in one school month without a 

legitimate excuse; or  
• Absent 72 or more hours (equivalent to approximately 11 days) in one school year  without a 

legitimate excuse.  
Students deemed “habitually truant” in any of these circumstances will be turned into their building 
Absence Intervention Team (AIT).  The AIT will contact the parent regarding the date and time 
of a meeting set by the team that the parent is required to attend.  Failure to attend may result in 
the school district contacting Children’s Services.  During this meeting, the AIT will develop an 
absence intervention plan.  The school’s AIT will monitor and evaluate the intervention plan during 
implementation.  Failure to follow and meet the plan requirements will result in the district filing an 
official complaint with the Stark County Juvenile Court.   
House Bill 410 also defined “excessively absent” as the following: 
• Absent 38 or more hours (equivalent to approximately 6 days) in one school month with or without 

a legitimate excuse; or 
• Absent 65 or more hours (equivalent to 10 days) in one school year with or without a legitimate 

excuse.
Students deemed “excessively absent” in either of these circumstances will be sent a letter from the 
school district notifying them of excessive absences.  No further action will need to be taken at that 
time, but further action may be required if the absences continue.
Please contact your child’s counselor or principal with questions and concerns regarding your 
child’s absences or the district’s new policy. More information regarding HB 410 can be found at 
louisvillecityschools.org. 

Engaging Parent Focused 
Presentation by International 
Speaker Julie Adams
Louisville City Schools and the University of Mount Union 
have partnered to bring international speaker Julie Adams 
to present a workshop based on the latest research about the 
differences between the young brain and the mature brain.  
Participants will walk away with effective strategies for 
helping ALL children, ages 1-25, develop the skills they need 
for 21st Century success. 
The free community event will be held on Thursday, January 
11, 2018 at Brush Hall, on the University of Mount Union 
Campus from 6:00 -7:30 p.m. 
Julie Adams is a Nationally Board Certified Educator of the 
Year, who has taught multiple content areas from kindergarten 
through graduate school.  She is an internationally respected 
and highly sought-after consultant who has trained over 
100,000 educators and parents worldwide in neuroscience, 
critical thinking, literacy, communication, and writing 
strategies.
Check out her website and blog for more information: 
effectiveteachingpd.com. Watch the Louisville City School 
District website and Facebook page for more details about 
this exciting event!

NOW HIRING!
SUBSTITUTE SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS

AVAILABLE FOR BOTH AM/PM RUNS OR SINGLE RUN
TO TRANSPORT STUDENTS SAFELY TO AND FROM SCHOOL.

WE’LL TRAIN YOU AND HELP YOU GET YOUR CERTIFICATION
We pay for Pre-Service Driver Training classes to help
Obtain your Class B CDL License with a School Bus

Endorsement/Passenger Endorsement.
If you enjoy being around kids and are interested in being a part of the 
district as a substitute driver with the potential of working into a permanent 
position, visit www.louisvillecityschools.org for a classified application or 
call Doug Haines at 330-456-2880.
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Calendar 2017-2018 loUisville city scHools

Parent Teacher Conferences
North Nim. — November 16 & 21, January 25, February 1.  January 25, February 1.

Middle School — February 8 & 13. 
High School — February 8 & 15.

Calamity Day Make-up Schedule: 1st Day - May 31, 2018 with consecutive weekdays as needed. 

August 2017

September 2017
 S M T W T F S
      1 2
 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

October 2017
 S M T W T F S
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
 29 30 31

November 2017

December 2017
 S M T W T F S
      1 2
 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
 24/31 25 26 27 28 29 30

January 2018
 S M T W T F S
  1 2 3 4 5 6
 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
 28 29 30 31

February 2018

March 2018

April 2018
 S M T W T F S
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
 29 30

May 2018

June 2018
 S M T W T F S
      1 2
 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

July 2018
 S M T W T F S
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
 29 30 31

 S M T W T F S
   1 2 3 4 5
 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
 27 28 29 30 31

 S M T W T F S
     1 2 3
 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
 25 26 27 28

 S M T W T F S
     1 2 3
 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Academic Excellence -- College and Career Readiness -- Fiscal Accountability

August
21 Teacher Day - No Students
22 Waiver Day - NS
23 First Student Day - Gr. 1-9
23 Waiver Day - Gr. 10, 11, 12 only
28 All Kdg. Students Attend
31 Teacher Exchange Day for PD - 

NS

September
1 No School
4 Labor Day - No School

October
9 Teacher Exchange Day for PD - 

NS
27 End of 9 weeks (44 days)

November
22-27 Thanksgiving Break - No School

December
22-29 Winter Break - No School

January
1-2 Winter Break - No School
3 Classes Resume
12 Waiver Day - NS
15 Martin Luther King Day -  

No School
19 End of 9 weeks (46 days)
 End of Semester (90 days)

February
19 Presidents Day - No School

March
22 End of 9 weeks (43 days)
23 Waiver Day - NS
26-29 Spring Break - No School
30 Teacher Exchange Day for  

Conference Nights - NS

May
28 Memorial Day - No School
30 Last Student Day
 End of 9 weeks (42 days)
 End of Semester (85 days)
31 Teacher Day - No Students

 S M T W T F S
   1 2 3 4 5
 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
 27 28 29 30 31

 S M T W T F S
    1 2 3 4
 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
 26 27 28 29 30

 Teacher Day - No School Students 
(NS)

 First & Last Student Day

 No School

 Teacher Exchange Day for Conference 
Nights - No School

 Teacher Exchange Day for PD -  
No Students (NS)

 Waiver Days - 
No School Students (NS)

@LouisvilleCitySchools@LouisvilleSchls

@minor_anna

@TreasurerDerek

@LepsAD#LeopardNation


